


Will the overall number of applications increase?

Data suggest that it would be reasonable to anticipate an increase in the overall number of applications, but we note that some
institutions in the various studies did not see a statistically significant change in application numbers (or saw a decrease in
applications).

I Belasco et al. (2014): Liberal arts institutions in their study received, on average, 220 more applications
annually after adopting a test-optional policy during the period 1992-2010, however the difference was not
considered statistically significant given all involved factors.



Will DePauw appear more selective/prestigious based on lower admit rates (at the expense of test-optional applicants) and/or higher
reported standardized test scores (inflated because test-optional applicants with lower test scores opt to not report their scores)?

DePauw potentially could appear more selective/prestigious based on lower admit rates/higher reported standardized test scores.
However, two studies suggest that given the number of applications, the overall impact is likely to be relatively small.

I Belasco et al. (2014): Liberal arts institutions in the study experienced an average increase of 26 points in
reported SAT scores after implementing a test-optional policy, enhancing their “...appearance of selectivity...”

I Mehta & Krenkel (2016): Impact of test-optional admissions on rankings is minimal because of the number
of applications.

I Syverson et al. (2018): This study (their Figure 12) shows data that do not support the contention that
colleges are admitting more students just in order to turn them down. In addition, non-submitters are
admitted at lower rates, but enroll at significantly higher rates that submitters.

I Amanda Ryan (per. comm., 2018): There may be a small uptick in reported standardized test scores, but the
anticipated difference is likely to be small.












What other schools have already adopted a test-optional admissions policy?
Over 1000 institutions (including many of our peer institutions) have adopted a test-optional admissions policy.
I FairTest (2018): See Appendix #1 at the end of this report for the most current list of schools that “...do not
use ACT/SAT scores to admit substantial numbers of students into bachelor-degree programs.”
References

I Belasco, A. S., Rosinger, K. O., and Hearn. J. C., 2014, The test-optional movement at America’s selective liberal
arts colleges: A boon for equity or something else?, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, pp. 1-18.
[180 liberal arts institutions studied]

I Berry, J. (chair), Bedard, L., Belguellaoui, C., McKelligan, M., Ishikawa, L., and Babington, C., 2016, Admissions


http://www.fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
http://www.fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
http://www.fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
http://www.fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-truth-about-the-sat-and-act-1520521861
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-truth-about-the-sat-and-act-1520521861

Appendix 1:



14598 " 58" W6 () &85 (45 , &-* " /501-128." 1/8% 1§
1637 - HAKRS (1 H) L "HLA 1AL #1/85 1

153" 4 4AH8S (L) + (™ LG A, T)8S8 48159 1S
163" - HAHRS (19 1") (48 6O 1") (HHESS 5 U8
145" - 4B (D) (L2 , & <&"/5%=S

140 44588 (45, 1))1-15, 1))1-/5>78



R (8 & () , (. /5H0)&7)12-" (3. 2)4+525. /6))
))*8&"+7528.6)1 1)

VUG (§)4+"+.)9840+ . 37 (83) , (8- . "/5+06)9& = &("'76))
))9& z&("6)11))

1t (8), G984 ="("8. = . (+)" (2)43. (3./%)
NLIC7.526)11))

152 4184 .8.)8%)4+)8&/ . 2TH)A™ = = &(208%))

1" C'$28.)184.8.6)1" 2 C"$28.6)=1))

1"z &(), (8- /076D " E+&(6)FGC))

12 87 (-, /5+08)=3( (. "28/6)="*



1R ()04, ). )0 L -"$283) 4", $5¢-)65, —+)
1 SH 8, <) /)4 45270)8088 - ~#59%83)80)
1O - =948, %) 40))

)

=)

=8-1-%)1 _#-;-3019-"+,3>?)
=80.,8)6,8,-)AUB- "+, ()I3) A& 8+ . %3)6=)
=8"0-8)>. &1 )DEEENAS28H) 1 .43 -3)F" . . 0(%Y)>?)
=8",.%)6,&-)1 . #-; - OEQK(IHO)

=8B-%5.. " ,)AUB-"+3, (534", $5¢-)68, ~+)

=8B)1 #-;-9)1 . 9%+ %)15, (3>?)

=8(, . &)6,8&,-)1 . #-; -%3)=&(, . %&)F-8293)JK))
=-800)1 _#-;-3)J"8U0H%)4.0)

=48L&"-)T . #-;-)./)0" )% )=-+45; UMK L , . %)=N)
=045+ . )AUSB-"+5, (3)H" &UBS-3)OP))
=-UB-")629.. .1)./)>"""+%;)%)=-%B~")10))
=-88")AMB-"45, (3 1952&; . 3K))

=- 68—+ AKB-"45, ()1 - 16")Q8%-(380)

= 455000648, -) . /)B&)=S- ; - 68)=S5-; .9)10))
=-Q" AUSB-"45, () 4"1,$5:-)65,-+))

=50080%+.%)1 . #-;-9)






"HEUSE P+ (L HS( (- (LTSS MO L
"HEUS2("(ABHA 4§ ) SHOTHE" ("I 24
TEHBHA 48 OMO-B(' T8 12" (L $, <%

16" (652940 AAHB B2 . C'#"+) AD+OO )l <>l
1.'S. H3#'4 48 OFEAFO+(16" -H . +H"8 . HFGH

1 #H"HEOR. © . /&6'B" -9 Ch

1. -2"M8OR. 1 A1 =22l

1.)I&98. : .ERI"#"D . "BBAFGH

1.)$(9#.489%. 1 .G 18-C . 11

1'#:13#'4 48()



W A0 (06) )AL+, 40— (. 96/)"40E3)
W A/5/R)67/ 724" 8l

¥ HHN64/019 750 0L | "HHHBA/0U<"

13, (i () H0%U=/%>T (U8

¥ )+, Q7% - AT /", ZBCH

¥ HDU) I/ (04, i (/) HOSBEFG™ b=, §)2" Hid

¥ 9R) IO 702 6=, "5 RSN

W US6/) 1 THOHO T 00k W ASHKSL"+36)

¥ 596/) 00— (. 9/)"+0U75A% )05, (', 220 1 "S4/) " SADA TG
¥'$6)1975%: M , NS , (U9 1

¥ 5D, ANWBQ)+'+ 44947501 /HOIPY)" = (4 1 "SD , ANHLEERDK
(% FFGTT8)E, HQRRL® , (1=/, (F)F729 1k

1 (%) 7+, 1S 6O 789 AT 7FGU)+%/2% ¥ Bl

1 ()74, 0%+, 49— (') ORE  | (N,+724 Y 8l

¥ (74, - (. 0/)" 01 1 " (7+ 48P

¥/ /HAU%)G ., US/7TNSO (U8UkL

1)) KKE*, #060— (9470304, IN. 9062 8
V)Y KKG= (. %/) 057 /IE 7> (1H349784>64)% 1 4
")
")

Y))'KK'G<, S9600%+ , 496k— (. /) "+0R230+, 6, 24 ¥ *4

VT AL<T 4G/ (%+, Wi (. I07) +OVAITKS' (24 ¥ Mid
))TALUERY 6/ (%4 , = (. 6/) 4037 YK G2 ¥ M

¥ GUSIO 750 UABUDICT (47 (U "

¥ 7 (/THOTH:RUS/ 7 (YA8UL

7, (R - (. 0/) 0SS (IS S ()% ¥ "l
V7, (0 - CL0/) OIS T [U> , (EBUST[%=>, (4 ¥ "
V7, (0, - /) LS TG/ (0N , /%% ¥ "

V7 (4, (A" UFGITSH G~ (. 0/) +0U756 1 7+, (, ASA+%L 1 "
W78, <+ b (L 9/)"40% B 7 (4FS, T8

W7 )W/, TSN TSN /+S%. /0% 1 1l

¥ 77/HOT: 75 /HOIP%) s (UAG'S, HUKG", AN

17

17

17

17

14

14

11O 7% - 4> 494/ 24+ Ol
AN GIEU%>"(, /0N S FHAMT
ACANTIOTNHIO TS0 R+ TA4GIN , #5402 1 1
AR/ 19T WA N 7 (/7. BNl
G (B%/ =19 755% - %2 6 (+7D (UA 1
§+(7>, Gim (. W) OBAT/HS, (HAMTE
i
i
8l
8, /7K, (- (" %/)"+0NS 7 A5/ ROMLL
8,4+ 7SI/, (U= (. %/)"+0% ¥ ASH K" 36)
8,+'7(, 8S4)" () )IO7h: AT 7 , (7N 1k
8,+'7(, 497504






1488 S+, - J48)./ %. (&9)OL.)2-.""3"%5))
)6, L%7".8,1%)69)

17" = (1 H8<TH 2" (5 1. "5)@N)
11(3.1(3)2-.."3")-B)9"$)h(7)C""#13 (5)* " %ht—$%5)D>)
118-()2-.."3") 18- (5)/1)

11 - (L) @Yt 835)@0)
1-9h(-F")2-.."3 5. "H5)19)

-3 KYML."")2-.. "3 5)KUSS. ") 2" F)ME)
-0 M-=""1) = (U5 #18<5)2, 14%3-5)>))
138/ <h()2-. "3 ) =+, 48 5)@N)
1-+FM-&($H1()2-.."3")-8)9"9)0)C"#13()5)C" (;"*5)2Q))
1-3"") /71 I4H#) - (1 HIS<H)K 18- .5) 1)

- 1(#)2-."3")./1($"")6%"F5)D>)

1-4"H- (§)2-.."3"%) 1 -#"H- ($)69)

1-20() - (1; " H15<H)R I - -5) @A)

1EHH" . J<3")2-.."3")S" ~<5)@N))

)

))

1 7)0" %" MUT-" )< H1 (%" <5)C'$" ~1$5)ME))
*117)0"0°9) = (L " HIS<E)DUL B, 75)2S))
*$%3")2-..3")-8)9.J%(<5)9.J%(<5)@N))



1808 )%+, ) (- (501823 (4



V) — B, A0 — G ML 2
1O, - +) L BNE T8, N 1'BOF
UV kD (T (2
U s (T






