


Will the overall number of applications increase?

Data suggest that it would be reasonable to anticipate an increase in the overall number of applications, but we note that some 
institutions in the various studies did not see a statistically significant change in application numbers (or saw a decrease in 
applications).

• Belasco et al. (2014):  Liberal arts institutions in their study received, on average, 220 more applications 
annually after adopting a test-optional policy during the period 1992-2010, however the difference was not 
considered statistically significant given all involved factors.

•



Will DePauw appear more selective/prestigious based on lower admit rates (at the expense of test-optional applicants) and/or higher 
reported standardized test scores (inflated because test-optional applicants with lower test scores opt to not report their scores)?

DePauw potentially could appear more selective/prestigious based on lower admit rates/higher reported standardized test scores.  
However, two studies suggest that given the number of applications, the overall impact is likely to be relatively small.   

• Belasco et al. (2014): Liberal arts institutions in the study experienced an average increase of 26 points in 
reported SAT scores after implementing a test-optional policy, enhancing their “...appearance of selectivity...”  

• Mehta & Krenkel (2016):  Impact of test-optional admissions on rankings is minimal because of the number 
of applications.

• Syverson et al. (2018):  This study (their Figure 12) shows data that do not support the contention that 
colleges are admitting more students just in order to turn them down. In addition, non-submitters are 
admitted at lower rates, but enroll at significantly higher rates that submitters.

• Amanda Ryan (per. comm., 2018):  There may be a small uptick in reported standardized test scores, but the 
anticipated difference is likely to be small.









What other schools have already adopted a test-optional admissions policy?

Over 1000 institutions (including many of our peer institutions) have adopted a test-optional admissions policy.   

• FairTest (2018): See Appendix #1 at the end of this report for the most current list of schools that “...do not 
use ACT/SAT scores to admit substantial numbers of students into bachelor-degree programs.” 
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California National University for Advanced Studies,  
   Northridge, CA 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona3,  
   Pomona, CA  
California Univ. of Management and Sciences,  
   Anaheim, CA  
Calumet College of St. Joseph1, Hammond, IN  
Cambridge College, Cambridge, MA  
Cameron University3, Lawton, OK  
Capella University, Minneapolis, MN
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Kansas City Art Institute, Kansas City, MO 
Kansas State University2, Manhattan, KS 
Kaplan University, Multiple Sites, IA  
Keene State College4, Keene, NH 
Kehilath Yakov Rabbinical Seminary, Brooklyn, NY  
Keiser University 6, Fort Lauderdale, FL  
Kendall College, Chicago, IL  
Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY 
Key College6, Dania Beach, FL 
Keystone College, La Plume, PA 
King University



Middle Tennessee State University 1, 3, 

   Murfreesboro, TN  
Middlebury College5, Middlebury, VT  
Midland University3, Fremont, NE  
Midstate College 6, Peoria, IL  
Midwestern State University3, Wichita Falls, TX  
Miles College1, Fairfield, AL  
Miller-Motte College, Multiple Sites 
Millersville University of Pennsylvania2,3, Millersville, PA 
Mills College, Oakland, CA 
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design, Milwaukee, WI,  
Minerva Schools at KGI, San Francisco, CA 
Minnesota Bible College1, Rochester, MN  
Minnesota State University 1, 3, Mankato, MN  
Minot State University1, Minot, ND 
Mirrer Yeshiva, Brooklyn, NY  
Mississippi State University3, Starkville, MS 
Mississippi University for Women 1, 3, Columbus, MS  
Mississippi Valley State University 1, 3, Itta Bena, MS 
Missouri Southern State University7, Joplin, MO  
Missouri Western State University3, St. Joseph, MO  
Mitchell College, New London, CT  
Monroe College, Bronx, NY 
Montana State University: Billings 1, 3, Billings, MT  
Montana State University: Bozeman 1,3, Bozeman, MT  
Montana State University: Northern 1, 3, Havre, MT 
Montana Tech of the University of Montana, Butte, MT 
Montclair State University, Montclair, NJ 
Montserrat College of Art, Beverly, MA  
Moore College of Art & Design, Philadelphia, PA 
Morris College, Sumter, SC  
Mount Angel Seminary, St. Benedict OR  
Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA 
Mount Sierra College, Monrovia, CA  
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA  
Multnomah University, Portland, OR 
 
 
N 
Naropa University, Boulder, CO,  
National American University, Multiple Sites  
National Business College, Roanoke, VA  
National College, 





Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College6,  
     Philadelphia, PA 
Rider University4, Lawrenceville, NJ  
Ringling College of Art and Design, Sarasota, FL  
Ripon College,  Ripon, WI  
Rivier University4, Nashua, NH 
Roanoke College3, Salem, VA 
Robert B. Miller College, Battle Creek, MI 
Robert Morris University, Chicago, IL  
Roberts Wesleyan College3, Rochester, NY 
Rocky Mountain College of Art & Design 1, Denver, CO  
Roger Williams University, Bristol, RI 
Rollins College, Winter Park, FL  
Rosemont College3, Rosemont, PA 
Rowan University3, Glassboro, NJ 
Russell Sage College, Troy, NY  
 
 
S 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit, MI  
Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, CT  
Sage College of Albany, Albany, NY  



St. Anselm College4, Manchester



University of Hartford, Hartford, CT 
University of Holy Cross6, New Orleans, LA 
University of Houston3, Houston, TX  
University of Houston 




